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Uncle  Saa'^s  Forest  Hangers 
Quartet ^ Rangers®  Song  . 

Julius  Sterling  Morton,  the  founder  of  Arbor  Day,  said 
that  of  all  the  i.’-orh  he  had  done,  of  all  the  things  he 
had  achieved,  he  was  far  prouder  of  Arbor  Day  than 
anything  else.  Every  State  In  the  nation  now  celebrates 
this  day  of  tree  planting  In  some  fashion,  at  soise  time 
In  the  year,  li^y  foreign  countries  have  also  adopted 

I . 

Ito  And  as  the  years  pass,  the  observance  of  Arbor  Day 

I 

will  increase;  for  this  holiday  has. an  ageless  quality, 

unique  unto  itself  — Other  holidays  commemorate  the 

deeds  and  valor  of  the  past,  that  we  may  profit  by  their 

examples.  But  Arbor  Day  bids  us  erect  monuments  for  the 

future^  not  nonuments  of  r.iarble  to  malce  us  pause  in 

m.oraentary  admiration,  but  living  monuments  that  give  us 

shade  and  beauty  protect  our  watersheds,  and  that  we 

> 

can  use  when  they  mature,  to  build' our  houses  and  the 
thousands  of  other  things  we  need  wood  for*  And  when 
those  living  rionuraents  are  gone.  Arbor  Day  returns  again 
and  bids  us  plant  more  trees  to  take  the  place  of  those 
we"ve  used  «•— > 

Well,  here  V7e  go  again  to  visit  our  friends  of  the 
Pine  Cone  iJational  Forest.  Ranger  ^Im  Robbins  and  taie 
Assistant  Ranger,  Jerry  Quick,  have  Just  cleaned  up 
their  day®s  v7ork  In  the  office  of  the  Ranger  Station  as 
we  arrive 
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(FADIJIG”  IN)  I guess  everything's  tucked  away  fcr 

the  night  Jerry » 

I got  that  flock  of  letters  v/rittoni,  Jim.  I “11  take  ’em 
down  to  the  Post  Office  after  supper. 

Well,  I kinda  figured  you'd  be  going  past  the  post  office 
— (CHUcHim) 

Yeah,  Idary  and  I decided  w3“d  take  in  the  movie i We* re 
going  to  the  first  show,  because  she  wa.ntG  to  get  hone 
early  tonight.  She  has  to  take  charge  of  the  Arbor  Day 
program  at  school  tomorrow. 

I hear  she*s  going  to  have  quite, a program. 

You  bet.  Ulien  I was  at  the  school  this  morning  to  look 
at  the  spot  where  they're  going  to  plant  their  trees,  I 
heard  one  of  the  kids  practicing  his  speech  on  the  life 

of  J,  Sterling  Morton (LAUGKIIIO-)  He  wao  going  at  It 

like  a politician  from  v;ay  back, 

Mary’s  got  those  children  pepped  up  about  It. 

1*11  say  she  has. 

You  know,  I heard  a tale  once  about  J..  Sterling  !iorton-=-- 

it  always  appealed  to  me  

'.That  was  it,  Jim?  / 
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I V(“  r.lvrays  adiaired  iMorton*  He  was  a real  pioneer  — - 
not  only  because  he  settled  a In  Nebrasks  with 

some  other  pioneer  farmers,  but  because  he  had  the 
vision  to  see  what  the  prairie  land  coulb  be  made  like — 
He  realized  that  the  prairie  farms  had  to  have  protection 
from  these  hot  winds.  But  he  wasn't  satisfied  with 
urging  other  farmers  to  plajit  trees,  he  planted  all 
kinds  of  them  on  his  ovrn  farm  to  show  them  how  it  could 
be  done  — V/ell,  there  was  one  of  his  neighbors  by  the 
name  of  Davis,  who  was  a level  headed,  intelligent 
farmer  He  thought  Horton  was  crazy  for  wasting  his 
time  planting  trees c He  held  out  for  three  or  four 
years  when  crops  weren't  doing  very  well  because  the 
hot  vrinds  dried  them  up  before  they  had  a chance.  Then, 
one  day  Horton  got  -a  shipment  of  pine  seedlings,  that  he 
thought  would  maJke  good  vrlndbreaks.  He  finally  persuaded 
Davis  to  take  some  of  the  pines,  and  volunteered  to  help 

him  with  the  planting 

(PAUSE  FOR  FLASHBACK) 

FADE  IK  THUDDIIIG  OF  TAHPINa  SOFT  EARTH 

MORTOII"  (VIG-OROUS,  FORCEFUL)  There*  I guess  they're  packed 

well  enough.  Those  seedlings  look  good  and  healthy, 
don®t  they,  Davis? 

DAVIS 2 Yes,  they  do,  Julius. 
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I ve  fcund  1^  when  they  re  ao 

s:-all,  to  put  up  5.  hrushrov;  on  the  v:5-ndward  side  cf 
them  Just  to  keep  them  from  o3oi.'‘lng  out  of  the  ground, 

I see  Yes  -«— ■ 

'diat^s  the  matter'* 

(ijAUORS  C'hOR.TLi)  j-’cH  --  I sorta  oan*t  get  over  the 
ide.a  It-s  a lot  of  v.T.rh  for  nothin' « 

It  v7on*t  08  for  nothing  If  you’ll  t.ahe  good  care  of  the- 
ureeSc  You  nave  to  look  after  then  like  you  do  your 
corn  and  oatSo  And  I hslieve  they’ll  be  Just  as  good  a 
crop  for  you  some  day.- 

I hope  they  uill  If  something  good  doesn’t  break  soon,. 
I^n  moving  west 

Davis,  if  you'll  take  care  of  these  pine  soedlings,  If 
you'll!  n’orse  then  along  until  they  get  started,  and  set 
them  out  along  your  fields  in  four  or  five  rows,  vrith 
some  other  trees  and  shrubs,  I believe  they’ll  pay  you 
cash  for  every  hour  you  out  in  takir.g  care  of  them. 

^'vet.l — -maybe  you’re  right*  5ut  I've  got  a vrife  to 

take  care  of  and  a boy  going  to  school  now  — >-  If  this 
lana  can't  ma.ke  a living  for  me,  I’ve  got  to  move  on  to 

some  place  where  I can  get  a living  out  of  a farm 
AIID  OUT 
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jIMj  In  a fev.'  years  Julius  Morton  got  to  be  one  of  the 

beat  knov/n  and  beloved  characters  in  tije  State  of 
lle^raska*  Hundreds  of  farr.s  and  farmers  were  helped 
by  his  tree  planting  activities.  And  on  the  first 
observation  of  Arbor  Day  over  a million  trees  were 
•planted  in  the  State*  Then  in  1893,  President 
Cleveland  appointed  Morton  Secretary  of  Agriculture e 
The  people  of  Nebraska  v;ere  mighty  pleased  about  the 
’ success  of  their  friend  and  neighbor.  They  all  flocked 
around  to  his  house  before  he  left  for  Washington,  and 
got  him  to  make  them  a farewell  speech.  After  the 
speech  was  over,  and  he«d  said  goodbye  to  everybody  -- - 

FADE  IN  CROWD  IN 

MORTONS  (OFF)  Let’s  go  into  the  library,  Davis.  We  can  talk 

better  in  there. 

DOOR  OPENS  A1:D  CLOSES 

MORTON?  (FADINCr  IN)  Well,  I guess  a man  never  knows  how  many 

friends  he  does  have  until  he  starts  to  leave  the 
country. 

DAVIS?  (FAriHG  IN)  We  certainly  hate  to  see  you  go,  Julius. 
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But  I reckon  we  can’t  be  selfish  about  it* 

HORTON'-  Well,  tell  me  hox^  you’ve  been  lately.  How’s  that  boy  of 

yours  coning  along  now7 

DAVIS:  He's  as’  fine  as  can  be.  Graduates  from  high  school  t?:ls 

June.  He's  been  helping  me  ’^^th  the  trees  all  along.  I^ve 
ta-iight  him  everything  I know  about  them.  He  takes  to  it  like  a duck 
to  water.  I'll  niss  ^hlm  a lo^  v'hen  he's  av/ay  at  college. 
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MORTON i 


How  many  acres  have  you  got  In  trees  now,  Davis? 

Close  to  fifty  now.  I®ve  been  spending  nore  and  more 
time  on*sin,  cause  so  many  folks  around  .here  vrant  *613 
to  plant  on  their  farms.  I®ve  sort  of  worked  up  a 
husir.ess*^of  selling  seedlings  lately. 

Davis,  you  don't  Know  hqw  much  it  pleases  me  to  Know 
there's  going  to  be  somebodj'  to  carry  on  my  work  for  me 
right  here,  where  I started  it. 

I*ve  never  got  over  bein'  thankful  that  you  talked  me  into 
plantin'  those  trees  ten  years  ago  — 

Ten  years  ago,  a lot  of  farmers  here  on  the  prairies 
felt'  like  you  did  before  we  planted  the  trees  on  your 
land.  And  they^d  have  moved  west  if  they  hadn^t  planted 

trees  to  protect  their  crops I've  alv.^a.ys  said  this 

prairie  country  could  produce  the  beat  crops  in  the 
world  if  it  wrs  cared  for  properly,.  And  it  can*  It 
has  — - But  our  Job  isn't  done  by  any  means.  It®s  only 
begun  — because  it's  up  to  people  like  you  and  me, 

Davis,  to  shovf  this  generation  how  to  Insure  their  ovm  ' 
prosperity  and  the  prosperity  of  generations  to  come  — 
how  to  make  this  country  a better  place  to  live  in. 
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In  1896..  when  Morton  was  Secretary  of  Agriculture  the 
rivislon  of  Forestry  in  his  Department  made  arrangements 
vitli  some  of  the  State  expex’iment  stations  for  land  to 
be  u^od  to  carry  on  forest  planting  research-  A fellow 


chief  of  the  Division  of  Forestry,  was  put  in  charge  of 
the  work.  VHien  Itorton  was  visiting  his  own  home  at 
Nebraska  City,  Keffer  met  him  there  to  talk  about  the 
work  to  begin  soon  at  the  State  University  farm  In 
Lincoln  — » 

(FADIIIU  IN)  You®  11  have  25  acres  for  planting,  is  that 
rights  Koffer? 

Xes,.  I don't  plan  on  getting. the  whole  thing  planted 
this  year.  We  don't  have  the  staff  to  do  .it^ 

Hoir  .many  men  v^lll  you  have? 

Well,  some  of  the  professors  at  the  State  University 
will  give  us  what  tine  they  can  spare.  But  we  need  a 
crew  for  the  regular  labor  that  has  to  be  done. 

How  about  some  of  the  students? 

I heard  today  that  there'll  be  several  students  assigned 
to  the  v7ork,  and  one  boy  in  particular  has  hvad  some 
experience  in  tree  planting  here  in  the  State.  But  I 
i/on  t get  to  see  them  until  the  first  of  the  week. 

"♦o  you  thlnl:.  they'll  be  able  to  do  v.’hat  you  want? 
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At  least  part  of  the  vrark.  But  what  I need  most  of  all 
is  some  local  man  with  good  practical  experience,  and  a 
knovrledge  of  local  growing  conditions , 

I see  what  you  mean, 

V/e  want  to  be  able  to  raise  seedlings  here  in  Nebraska 
to  distribute  to  the  other  experiment  stations  for 
their  test  plantings.  This  location  is  the  most 
central,  and  as  near  the  common  denominator  of 
conditions  as  we  can  find  anywhere. 

Are  you  planning  to  make  any  demonstration  plantings? 

I mean  something  to  show  the  farmers  around  here  the 
beet  methods. 

Yes,  that  will  be  one  of  our  major  projects.  There ®s 
no  use  spending  the  money  and  time  on  experimental  v'ork 
if  we  Co.n*t  put  it  to  practical  use  “ But  vre  must  get 
a good  nia.n  who  knows  local  conditions  — and  v;ho 
believes  In  trees, 

b'alt  nov7  — 1.  think  I knov:  of  a man  who^s  had  exactly 
the  kind  of  experience  you  vrant,  (FADING)  Kls  farm 
lsn*t  far  from  here,  I®li  see  him  some  time  today  ond 
let  you  know  if  he®s  interested. 

AND  OUT 

(i'ADING  IN)  Have  a seat,  Julius,  I heard  you  vrex*e 
going  to  be  here  soon.  I figured  on  coining  over  to  ' 
your  place  to  see  you. 
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I ^oX  in  last  nl^ht.  DnviH.  P!.avenH  had.  tiae  to  Isi- 
folks  knov  I 'a  around ^ 

(CHUCKLIKG-)  I expect  the  ’'or*d  ’irould  travel  f'^ster'r. 
you  could,  as  soon  as  anybody  got  v.'-ind  you  were  conijn  = 
**7ell,  how®s  the  tree  farming  business  coming  along? 
never  been  better.  I can*t  raise  trees  fast  enough  tc 
keep  up  v.'ltli  "em.  I've  practically  given  up  trying:  to 
do  any  farming,  myself. 

Hov7  raany  kinds  of  trees  have  you  got  on  the  place? 

Twenty- three  right  novr.  I®ve  had  more  from  time  to  time-. 
But  there’s  only  about  15  or  16  species  that  are  real 
popular. 

llierc  do  you  get  your  seed? 

Practically  all  of  It *8  local*  I've  always  had  the 
beat  luck  ^*lth.  horns  stock*  already  broke  to  the 

kind  of  growing  conditions  we  have  here* 

You®vfe  picked  up  a lot  of  information  about  tree  grov-ing; 

) 

since  the  time  you  and  I planted  those  pines  out  north 
of  YOMT  barn^  haven't  you,  Bavts? 

I've  studied  a good  bit  and  nosed  around  at  the 
experiment  station  in  Lincoln*  As  a matter  of  fact,  I ve 
made  pretty  much  of  a business  of  it  the  past  fev/  years, 
Lavls,  I-ve  come  over  here  today  to  as  ‘you  a favor. 

V.'ell,  you  knovr  I'll  do  anything  I can  for  you,  Julius. 
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At  the  State  University  faria  in  Lincoln,  the  Division 
of  Forestry  is  £;olng  to  carry  on  some  experimental 
tree  planting  to  tost  different  iclnds  of  trees  for 
this  climate  — 

Yes,  I^ve  heard  a lot  a^out  it  lately. 

You  have? 

Yes. 

Uould  you  consider  a position  as  general  superintendent 
of  that  v^ork,  to  oversee  the  actual  planting  operations? 

Veil,  now  that’s  quite  a proposition. 

I know  it® 8 a big  favor  to  ask^,  But  you’ve  been  active 
in  spreading  Interest  around  here  in  tree  plantings  And 
we  need  a man  with  pra.ctlcal  experience  and  a good 
kno\:ledge  of  local  conditions, 

- — = vrell,  Julius,  I^d  like  to  be  able  to  say  I’d  do  it 
— just  because  you  asked  me  to  — * but  — » 

Yes? 

Well,  I"'m  getting  along  in  years  • — and  I’d  hate  to 
leave  my  farm  here 
I knov,”  how  you  feet  about  it, 

■Jell  -«  I don®t  have  a broad  field  of  Interests  like  you 
do,.  Julius.  All  I have  is  this  farm  and  the  trees  that 
grow  on  it.  If  I vras  to  leave  — even  for  a s'nort  time  • 
it”d  be  sorta  like  tearing  up  .roots  to  go.  Do  you 
understand  what  I mean? 
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Yes  I do.  But  this  business  of  planting  trees  hero 
on  the  prairies  must  go  on  after  vre  ve  completed  our 


vrork,  Davis,  That^s  why  I went  to  get  this  experimental 
v;ork  started  on  the  right  path, 

I kno^/  you've  always  said  that,  Julius.  I've  taught  my 
boy  everything  I culd  about  caring  for  trees.  He's 


£t  the  University  now.  He'll  be  working  on  your 
experiments  as  one  of  the  students  --- 


MORTON: 

DAVIS- 


nOHTOIJS 

DAVIS; 


He  v/lll? 

3fe8,  he's  the  one  vrho's  been  telling  me  all  about  vrhat's 
going  to  be  done  there. 

You  say  you*ve  taught  him  the  tricks  of  working  with 
trees  here  on  the  farm?  . 

Yes,  I have  — 1 told  him  a long  time  ago  that  our  trees 
would  help  us  get  the  money  to  send  him  to  college.  He 
took  a lot  of  interest  In  them,  and  knows  as  much  about 


MORTON; 


DAVIS: 


them  as  anybody  around  here. 

Tlien  why  couldn't  he  take  some  of  the  responsibility 
for  supervising  the  work  at  the  University? 

•'^ell,  as  far  as  the  actual  v^-ork  is  co.ncerned,  I reckon 
he'd  do  a pretty  good  Job  of  it. 


Then  he's  our  man  — I'n  tell  Keffer  tomorrow  that  he 
has  the  man  he®s  looking  for  and  didn't  know  it. 


i-iusic  UP  ai:d  out 
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JIK;  Aiid  today.,  you  Cf.n  sea  Vur'w  tVic  results  of  I.orton's 

interest  in  trees  h.r..a  done  for  ferns  In  the  /niddle-'V.^est 
—...i-Iore  than  RO  nllllon  trees  have  been  plsiited  In 
v/lndcreaks  and  shelterbelts  In  the  Prairie  States  in 

the  last  four  years  alone  still  carrying  on  the 

vrork  /lorton  started  oz’  making  farming  on  the 
prairies  a more  rolia,ble^  more  profitable  Job  by 
planting  trees  to  help  keep  the  moisture  in  the  ground 
and  make  crops  grox-;  better.  And  the  Arbor  D€«.y  idea 
v;hloh  Julius  Sterling  Korton  started  in  Nebraska  is  novr 
observed  throughout  the  Nation^ 

HUSIC  UP  AND  OUT 

ANl'iCUUOERj  Uncle  Sam  a Forest  Rangers  cooes  to  you  everj’’  Friday  or 
the  Farm  and  Kome  Hour-  throu^^dz  the  courtesy  of  the 
2^>tional  Broadcasting  Company,  with  the  cooperation  of 
the  United  States  Forest  Service. 


